Lay Leaders General Duties: 10:30 am

Lay Leader Summary

Please arrive about 30 minutes before the service begins, and check-in
with the pastor. Below are general instructions for the various parts of the
service you might be involved with leading. In preparing to lead worship,
language should be worshipful, in keeping with the traditions of our
denominations, and gender- inclusive. Please prepare spoken material in
advance and rehearse it prior to the service. Feel free to use material from
the resources list below. If you have not previously used the microphone
system, we suggest that you contact the office before the worship hour so
as to become familiar with it. Our P.A. system is very sensitive and
powerful and you need not adjust the microphone. However, you are
advised to speak clearly and authoritatively.

ENTERING THE SERVICE: Check with the pastor. You may enter with
the pastor, or you may seat yourself around 10:25.

INTRODUCTION TO THE SERVICE: You may be asked to introduce the
service. You will receive directions about what that will be on the Sunday
morning.

EXPRESSION OF FRIENDSHIP AND INTRODUCTIONS:

--Stand at lectern during last few notes of opening hymn. At the end of the
hymn say “the peace of Christ be with you”. The people will respond, "And
also with you.”

--Ask people to greet each other (Pass the Peace).

--After people are seated, ask people to sign the Expression of Friendship
books, and pass them down the row.

--Ask if people are worshiping at TUCO for the first time, or if guests would
like to be introduced. Conclude with a short statement like “We are very
glad to have you join us this morning; please join us for coffee after the
service in the Fireside Room”.

--Please end your greeting positively, with gratitude for all who are
worshiping.

SCRIPTURE Reading: The pastor will tell you which scripture you will
read, generally from the Hebrew scriptures, and may provide some short
background



information. You will read from the lectern, using a Bible of your choosing
or an agreed-upon version. .

Offering: From the lectern offer the invitation to share our gifts. Please do
not wait for the ushers to come forward before giving your invitation to
share. You can either write, or select from the listed resources, an
invitation to share our gifts.

After the offertory and doxology, you will be responsible for a dedicatory
prayer offered from the lectern.

End of Service: At the end of the service, recess with the pastor.

RESOURCES FOR LAY LEADERS:
OFFERING --INVITATION TO SHARE OUR GIFTS:

--Through Christ, let us continually praise God and share what we have,
for such gifts are pleasing to God.

--Let us present with joy our offerings of commitment and support for
the work of Christ's church.

--Let everyone give, not grudgingly or of necessity, but from the
fullness of our gratitude to God.

--Let us give, as each is able, according to the blessings God has given
each of us.

--With gladness, let us present the offerings of our life and labor to
God.

--The earth and all it contains belong to God, the world and those who
live in it. (Psalm 24:1)

--Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where
thieves to not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there

will your heart be also. (Matthew 6:19-21)



--Freely you have received, freely give. (Matthew 10:8b)

--Having gifts that differ according to the grace given us, let us use
them: if service, in our serving; whoever contributes, in liberality;
whoever does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8)

--Do as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compuision,
for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7)

--Do good and share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to
God. (Hebrew 13:16)

--Bless the Lord, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless God's holy
name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God's benefits.

--Remember the words of Jesus, "It is more blessed to give than to
receive." (Acts 20:35hb)

--What shall | render unto the Lord for all God's benefits toward me?
| will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all God's people.
(Psalm 116:12,14)

--Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay away in store
as God has prospered you.

Other Scripture verses that may be used to introduce the offering:
Deuteronomy 15:11b; Psalm 96:8;

1 John 3:17, 18; 1 Corinthians 4:2;

| Corinthians 9:10, 11; Matthew 5:23, 24;

Romans 12:1

OFFERING —PRAYERS OF DEDICATION:

--O God, giver of all good, who continually pours your benefits upon us,
age after age, the living wait upon you and find that of your

faithfulness there is no end and that your care is unfailing. We praise
you that the mystery of our life is a mystery of infinite goodness. We
praise you for the order and constancy of nature; for the beauty and
bounty of the earth; for day and night, summer and winter, seed time and
harvest; for the varied gifts of loveliness and use which every season



brings. We give you thanks for all the comfort and joy of life, for our
homes, for our friends and for all the love and sympathy and goodwill of
all people. Amen.

--O God, we are made glad by the Good News of your love for us and for
all. We thank you for creating us and giving us all that is necessary

for life. We thank you for your action in Christ by which our lives

are measured, found wanting and renewed. Help us to remember your
gifts that we may praise you with lives of joy and service; through Jesus
Christ. Amen.

--Bless these tithes and offerings, O God, returned to you. Multiply
and use them to bring the word and the touch of Jesus to this place and
throughout the world, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

--Holy One, blessed are you, who entrust us to care and use the richness
of creation. Through our tithes and offerings, we return to you a

portion of that which you have given us. May they be a means of serving
you in the mission to which you have called us; through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

--God, we offer you thanks and praise for all the surprising graces

which come to us, for those that sustain our lives and those that change
them: for food, familiar diets, and startling new aromas and tastes;

for homes, places of steady surroundings, and settings for

redemptive love; for friendships, old friends who are willingly open in their
affection and their correction; and new friends who remind us that your
spirited presence still dwells within us and others;

for tasks to perform, routine actions which we do well and which

give order to our days; and tasks at which we have failed which restore a
needed humility to us, for Jesus Christ; and for all Christ has done and will
do for us in our life as a congregation of Christ's people;

In Christ's name we pray. Amen.

--We thank you, O God, for you are gracious. You have loved us from
the beginning of time, and you have remembered us when we were in
trouble. We thank you, O God, for you came to us in Jesus Christ, who
has redeemed the world and saved us from our sins. We thank you, O
God, for you send us your Holy Spirit, to comfort us and to lead us into all
truth. Your mercy endures forever. Amen.



--O God, creator of this pleasant world and giver of all good things, we
thank you for our home on earth and for the joy of living. We praise

you for your love in Jesus Christ, who came to set things right, who
died rejected on the cross and rose triumphant from the dead. Because
he lives, we love to praise you, our God forever. O God, we called us
from death to life, we give ourselves to you; and with the church
through all ages we thank you for your saving love in Jesus Christ.
Amen.

--Almighty and merciful God, from whom comes all good, and every
perfect gift, we praise you for your mercies, for your goodness that has
created us, your grace that has sustained us, your discipline that has
corrected us, your patience that has borne with us, and your love that has
redeemed us. Help us to love you, and to be thankful for all your gifts

by serving you and delighting to do your will, through Jesus Christ.

Amen.

--God of all mercies, we give you humble thanks for all your goodness
and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you
for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but
above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by
Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And,
we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly
thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips,
but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking
before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus
Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
throughout all ages. Amen.

--Almighty God, whose loving hand has given us all that we possess,
grant us grace that we may honor you with our substance, and,
remembering the account which we must one day give, may be faithful
stewards of your bounty; through Jesus Christ. Amen.

--Accept, O God, these offerings which your people make unto you, and
grant that the cause to which they are devoted may prosper under your
guidance to the glory of your name. Amen.

--God, we present these offerings that they may be used to extend your



liberating reign. With them, we offer our varied ministries in the days
ahead that each of us may be part of your answer to the cries of the
world. Amen.

--O God, the giver of every good and perfect gift, give us skill and
Imagination to use the gifts which we now place on your holy table. May
this money be used by dedicated hands to further your kingdom, to
create fellowship, and to bring the healing power of the gospel into the
lives of all; through Jesus Christ. Amen.

--O God, the fountain of all good; we bring to you our gifts, according
as you have prospered us. Enable us, with our earthly things, to give

you the love of our hearts and the service of our lives. Let your
favor, which is life, and your loving-kindness, which is better than
life, be upon us now and always; through Jesus Christ. Amen.

--O Lord, most bountiful, all things come of you, and of your own do we
give you. Now, therefore, our God, accept us your servants, and these
our offerings which we bring in devotion to your most holy name; and
give us grace evermore to serve you with gladness of heart. Amen.

--O God, the giver of all good; we give you thanks and praise for the
bounty of your providence and the riches of your grace; and we dedicate
to you in the love and fellowship of your Son our Savior; in token
whereof we present to you this our offering asking you graciously to
accept and bless it; through Jesus Christ. Amen.

--Behold, O God, your children here presenting before you their gifts.
Send them help from the sanctuary; remember all their offerings, accept
their sacrifice, and grant them their heart's desire; through Jesus

Christ. Amen.

--Yours, O God, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the
victory, and the majesty; for all that is in the heaven and in the earth
Is yours; yours is the realm of love. Amen.

--Accept these offerings now placed on your table, O God, the giver of
every good and perfect gift. Grant that they may be symbols of our love
and of ourselves now offered more fully to you. Use these gifts and us,



we pray, to the end that your realm may come and your will be done on
earth, even as it is done in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

--All good gifts around us come from you, O God. You have given us life
and new life in Christ. As you have given us gifts, so we offer our

gifts that we may be gifts to one another, even as Jesus so taught and
lived. Amen.

--O God, most merciful and gracious, of whose bounty we have all
received, accept, we pray, this offering of your people. Remember in
your love those who have brought it and those for whom it is given; and
so follow it with your blessing that is may promote peace and goodwill
among all people and advance the realm of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.



